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REMEMBER LAST SUMMER ?

You may have seen this picture before, of the RMS Queen Mary 2.
QM2 is the world’s newest purpose-built ocean liner *.

This shot was taken on September 27 from the South Shore Day Park
as the ship was leaving the Bay of Islands after spending the day here.

Summer had officially ended about a week earlier, and fall
colours were beginning to appear, but everyone is now yearning
for spring and reminders that warm days will soon return again.

* The QM2 was built with a specially strengthened hull to withstand the harsh winter environment of the North Atlantic.*
 This picture was originally published in BMD Issue 126, October 2018, on page 5.  

file:///|//blowmedowner@gmail.com
http://www.blowmedowner.webs.com/
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                    COMMUNITY CALENDAR                   

2019                                    M ARCH                                  2019

  3rd Sun 11:00am - St James; 7:00pm St Ambrose
  6th Ash Wednesday - 3:00pm St James
10th Sun 11:00am - St James; 7:00pm St Ambrose

International Women’s Day
13th Wed Midweek Lenten Service - 7:00pm St James
17th Sun 11am - St Ambrose; 7:00pm St James
20th Wed Lenten Service - 7:00pm St James     M
24th Sun 11am - St Ambrose; 7:00pm St James
27th Wed Midweek Lenten Service - 7:00pm St James
31st Sun 11am - St Ambrose; 7:00pm St James, Gospel Music 

2019                                     APRIL           2019 

   3rd Wed Midweek Lenten Service - 7:00pm St James
   7th Sun 11am - St Ambrose; 7:00pm St James
10th Wed Midweek Lenten Service - 7:00pm St James
14th Palm Sunday - 11:00am, St James; 7:00pm St Ambrose, JB
18th Maundy Thursday - 7:00pm St James
19th Good Friday -  11:00am St Ambrose, 3:00pm St James   M
20th Sat Passover 
21st Easter Sunday - 11:00am - St Ambrose; 7:00pm St James
22nd Mon Earth Day
28th Sun 11:00am - St Ambrose; 7:00pm St James

2019                                       M AY                                     2019

  1st Wed
  5th Sun
12th Sun Mothers’ Day
18th Sat M  Full Moon
19th Sun
20th Mon Victoria Day
26th Sun

2019                           ADVANCE DATES                         2 019

JUNE 16th Sun Fathers’ Day
17th Mon M  Full Moon
21st Fri Summer Solstice
24th Mon St-Jean-Baptiste Day - Québec

JULY   1st Mon CANADA DAY 
16th Tues M  Full Moon

AUGUST 15th Thur  M Full Moon      Civic Holiday

SEPTEMBER   2nd Mon LABOUR DAY
14th Sat M  Full Moon
23rd Mon Autumn Equinox

OCTOBER   8th Tues NL Provincial Election (tentative)
13th Sun M  Full Moon
14th Mon THANKSGIVING DAY
21st Mon FEDERAL ELECTION DAY

NOVEMBER   3rd Sun Return to Standard Time
11th Mon Remembrance Day
12th Tues M  Full Moon
28th Thur American Thanksgiving

2019                    ADVANCE DATES cont’d                    2019

NOV   cont’d 26th Sun

DECEMBER 12th Thur M  Full Moon
22nd Sun Winter Solstice
25th Wed CHRISTMAS DAY 

BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour 

groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs 709 681-2040

wandastrickland@outlook.com

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour 

Email:  info@captaincookbb.ca 681-2906; 1-877-681-2906

! Captain Cook’s Galley, 135 Little Port Rd, Lark Harbour

Restaurant - Seasonal - Call for information         709 681-2777

! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr

Email: creativephotographybylinda9@gmail.com

131 Main St, Lark Harbour                          709 681-2255

! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook 

366 Curling Street, automotive repairs, servic i n  g    709 785-2619

! Myrtle’s on the Bay, Main Street, Lark Harbour 

entertainment, food, licenced                 709 681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook 

House of Assembly, St John’s. NL 709 634-7883

! Gudie Hutchings, MP, Long Range Mountains, NL

Member of Parliament, Canada.   709 637-4540

gudie.hutchings@parl.gc.ca

! Marlaine’s Tidewatcher Café, 59 Main Street, Lark Hr

            Closed - FOR SALE BY OWNER      709 681-2140

! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour  

groceries, hardware, gas, marine supplies       709 681-2160

! The Roost, Gift Shop and Gallery, York Harbour

sea glass, paintings, handmade glass beads    709 681-2341

CHECK THIS OUT

Read about Royal Caribbean’s newest cruise ship Anthem of the Seas
when she ran into  harsh North Atlantic weather in 2016 February.  She
may be a fine big ship, but she has the “floating shoebox” look of many
modern cruise ships - like 2 giant shoeboxes on a freight carrier! 
Compare Anthem with the QM2.  Sorry, Royal Caribbean !

mailto:wandastrickland@outlook.com
http://www.captaincookbb.ca/
mailto:info@captaincookbb.ca
file:///|//https///www.google.ca/maps/uv?hl=en&pb=!1s0x4b7b90c23b788583%3A0x99d667416d26e6e6!2m22!2m2!1i80!2i80!3m1!2i20!16m16!1b1!2m2!1m1!1e1!2m2!1m1!1e3!2m2!1m1!1e5!2m2!1m1!1e4!2m2!1m1!1e6!3m1!7e115!4s%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FCaptain%2BCook%27s%2BGalley%2C%2BRestaurant%2C%2B
http://www.creativephotography-bylinda.com/
mailto:creativephotographybylinda@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/DropInLounge/
http://www.assembly.nl.ca/members/cms/EddieJoyce.htm
http://ghutchings.liberal.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/tidewatchercafe/
http://bobsnewfoundland.com/the-roost.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/cruiselog/2015/04/18/royal-caribbean-anthem-photos/25980467/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2016/02/08/anthem-cruise-ship-storm/79997114/
https://www.gannett-cdn.com/-mm-/67d77b70969a0c005d4a65ab900483945262d9b8/c=170-0-2830-2000/local/-/media/2016/02/08/USATODAY/USATODAY/635905154927390225-XXX-ANTHEM-OF-SEAS02-DCB-72500226.JPG?width=534&height=401&fit=crop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Queen_Mary_2
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 A PUBLIC STATEMENT FROM
SARAH HUCKERBY SANDERS

 “God wanted Donald Trump to be President”

Figure this one out.  On Thursday 2019 January 30th Sarah Huckerby
Sanders, President Trump’s Press Secretary, spoke on camera and
said, “I believe God wanted Donald Trump to be President, and that
is why he is there.”  Has God joined forces with the morons who
support this miserable apology for a President?  It seems unlikely, but
read on.  God chose Saul as king of the Israelites and he was a good
choice at least for a while, until human nature got in the way as so
often it does with the passage of time.  But Trump hardly falls into
that category at any time either before or after he was elected.  

It is written in the Bible in 1 Samuel 9:15 to 1 Samuel 10:7, that
Saul was selected by God and anointed by the prophet Samuel to lead
the people.  But, despite his being God’s choice, he later showed
himself to be less than suitable.  David too, who succeeded to the
throne after Saul, turned out also to have some human failings as a
leader.  Remember the Bathsheba incident and how David got rid of
her husband Uriah?

Most believers accept that God is omniscient, therefore he knew
that both Saul and David were subject to normal human weaknesses
and were likely to submit to them when tempted; but he still
appointed both to the position of King of Israel.  God is also aware of
Trump’s limitations, and therefore Sarah Sanders may be correct. 
God’s choice was limited to the same individuals as were the
American voters, although presumably he could have fixed  any
nomination he wanted.  The other explanation is that God did not
intervene at any time, and Trump was entirely the choice of
humans—mostly Americans, one assumes; but including perhaps
some Russians???  You must decide for yourself.

However there is one more possibility.  In 1 Corinthians 1:25, the
KJV Bible responds to our confusion about God’s will in the world
when it explains: Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men;
and the weakness of God is stronger than men.**  St Paul wrote it,
and I can’t agree with everything he wrote, but it is among my
favourite Bible quotations, and it answers some questions for me.   

— SLH

**  There are dozens of translations of this text.  Review some of them HERE.

SLIDING ON GORD’S HILL
by Kimberly Childs

Growing up in the small community of York Harbour in the 1980’s
brings back fond memories of a simpler time.  There always seemed
to be “something to do” even when there was “nothing to do”.

Where I grew up I was lucky enough to be surrounded by family
and friends all the time. We were close enough in age to hang out
together, without someone being too young or too old to join in.
Snook’s Lane was a pretty happening spot even on a slow day.  Big
families like the Childs, Alywards, Snooks, Roberts, Sheppards,
Wheelers, Byrnes, Kendells—the list goes on—allowed for every kid
to have a large group of friends.  Wintertime was a happy time, and I
loved the fact that we had fresh snow to play in, almost daily.

One of the fondest winter memories has to be sliding on Gord’s
Hill.  I never did know who this Gord fella was, but the land appeared
to be owned by no one we knew, and no one ever yelled at us to get
off their property.  Perfect!  This little spot at the end of the lane was
the place to go with your newly acquired Christmas sled, whether that
be a crazy carpet, the long red sleigh with the black handles that broke
on day one, a wooden toboggan, or the ever popular GT Snow Racer. 
Everyone had a different method to get down the hill, even if you used
you’re one-piece snow-suited butt!  

There were kids everywhere trying to see how fast they could go,
or how far they could go.  We built jumps on the steepest part of the
hill, to up-the-ante on thrill level, and test out the integrity of the
manufacturer’s product. Crash tests were performed nightly!

During Winter Carnival there was always a sliding party at the hill.
The extra bonus of hot chocolate and a sweet treat was something we
all looked forward to at the community hall, especially after a cold
night of sledding exercise.

The worst part of any slide down the hill was the trudge back up
to the top again.  UGH!  You wanted to get the best slide possible with
the shortest walk back.  Kind of a contradiction since the longer the
slide the longer the walk.  Kids are so tough, we never seemed to get
cold back then.  Your hand knitted mitts; another Christmas gift from
Grandmothers, Aunts and the Big Guy himself, would be frozen stiff
by the time you went home, and your snowsuit probably had a new
tear or two that would have to be stitched up before you completely
ruined it.  I remember just lying in my sled at the bottom of the hill,
eating snow by the mitt-ful, and looking up at the stars.

Talk about a stress-free life!

Editor’s Comments
Thank you, Kimberly, for this wonderful account of a popular activity
when you were a child.  I’m sure everyone will enjoy it, and be
reminded of their own stress-free childhood.  — SLH

Kimberley’s story is a fine example of an activity that she enjoyed in
her youth, and she has written a memoir that everyone can relate to. 
Often the simplest events in our lives are the most memorable and
worth preserving.  I will be happy to receive submissions from any
readers who have interesting or entertaining memories.  —SLH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jrlvRv8JApc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bathsheba
https://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/1-25.htm
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Obituary

WAYNE DOUGLAS SHEPPARD
1948 June 02 - 2019 02-04

Lark Harbour, NL

IT WAS WITH GREAT SADNESS

and heavy hearts that the family
of the late Wayne Sheppard
announced his sudden passing at
his private residence on
Monday, February 4, 2019 at the
age of 70 years.  He left to
mourn with fond loving
memories his wife Elaine (née
Murrin) of 50 years; his
children: Jackie Wiseman (Phil),
Grand Falls-Windsor, Joanne
Gibbons (Todd), Edmonton,
AB ,  J e f f r ey S he p p a r d
( M i r a n d a ) ,  G r a n d
Falls-Windsor; grandchildren:
Nicholas Wiseman, Danielle
Wiseman, Joshua Gibbons,
Sierra Gibbons, Jorja Gibbons,
Chloe Sheppard and Caleb Sheppard; his siblings: Winnie Smith,
Toronto, ON, Glenys Holwell (Owen), Lewisporte, NL, Robert
Sheppard (Evelyn), Lark Harbour, NL, Melina Sheppard of Toronto,
ON, and a large circle of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.

Wayne was predeceased by his parents: Baxter and Rita Sheppard;
and his brothers: Allen Sheppard and Bruce Sheppard.

A visitation for family and friends was held on Thursday, February 7,
2019, at St James Anglican Church in Lark Harbour between the
hours of 2-4 and 7-9pm from where the funeral service took place on
Friday, February 8, 2019, at 2:00pm with Reverend Effie Organ
officiating.  Interment followed at the St James Anglican Church
Cemetery in Lark Harbour.

As expressions of sympathy, flowers were graciously accepted or
memorial donations could be made to Diabetes Canada, 29 Pippy
Place, St. John’s, NL, A1B 3X2, or by calling 709-754-0953 direct 
to make a donation.  The family guest book for condolences could be
signed by visiting the website www.country-haven.ca.

“Forever In Our Hearts”

�      �      �      �      �

We offer our sincerest condolences

 to Wayne’s family and friends

on his unexpected passing.

CANADA’S RETURNING TERRORISTS

It is estimated that at least 200 Canadians, mostly young men, but
some women too, left Canada to join ISIS during the last few years. 
Now that ISIS is being brought under control, its members are being
captured and taken prisoner.  Some are returning home, and others
may be repatriated by their captors, and because they are Canadians,
we cannot refuse them.

But their participation in an illegal terrorist organisation means that
they are technically criminals, and cannot simply be readmitted freely
into the country.  Some are suspected or known to have broken
important Canadian laws.  They must be investigated, and perhaps
charged, tried and, if found guilty, sentenced.

These measures are necessary because some of these ISIS
members are suspected, or even known, to have committed serious
crimes, including even murder.  To protect law-abiding Canadian
citizens here at home, these returning people cannot be admitted into
Canada without thorough investigation and charges brought against
them in certain cases.  There is the possibility that some may attempt
to recruit new members to their terrorist organisations, or to continue
their dangerous activities here, putting the safety of law-abiding
Canadians and other legal residents and visitors at risk.  But this is not
an easy task, nor is it clear-cut.

The UK revoked the citizenship of similar British ISIS fighters,
preventing their return home, but Canadians have “a right to return”. 
“Therefore, even if a Canadian engaged in terrorist activity abroad, the
Government must facilitate their return to Canada,” said Public Safety
Minister Ralph Goodale in a document obtained by Global News. 
Meanwhile, the RCMP is having difficulty charging those Canadians
returning from Syria and other countries, and is being forced to look
at other options.  Canada has, however, cancelled their passports
where possible, so that they must first visit a Canadian diplomatic
post, which provides the RCMP with an early warning.  A group
known as the High Risk Returnee Interdepartmental Task Force
(IDTF) is charged with :— 
T Facilitating timely information sharing

T Providing strategic coordination with partners

T Facilitating travel of returnees, while maintaining public safety

T Coordinating actions upon their return to Canada

T Gathering evidence

Even so, these measures seem restrictive of RCMP action, and still
may not provide the necessary level of security Canadians need and
deserve.  The simple fact is that there is insufficient knowledge about
these people, and that must be remedied.  Why did they choose to
associate with terrorists?  Was it the fault of their families, or of
Canadians and Canada in general?  Is it possible that as they mature
they will find an acceptable role for themselves in Canadian society? 
Due to the unusual circumstances surrounding some cases, current
legislation may prove to be inadequate and new laws may be needed. 
In the end, we must be firm, but we must also be understanding.

— SLH
Also see: Managing the return of ISIS fighters

Justice for the Victims
What happens when an ISIS member returns to Canada? 

 

http://www.country-haven.ca.
https://globalnews.ca/news/4205480/canadas-plan-freturn-isis-fighters/
https://www.cgai.ca/justice_for_the_victims_how_canada_should_manage_returning_foreign_fighters
<current%20document>https://globalnews.ca/news/3733536/isis-member-returns-to-canada-toronto-man/
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Three  Competitive  ‘...isms’
SOCIALISM,  COMMUNISM,  CAPITALISM

For many people, especially in North America, Socialism is a dirty
word, perhaps because they simply do not know what it really means. 
If their acquaintance with the concept has been mostly through the
popular news outlets of North America, that is no surprise  1. 

Socialism is often confused with Communism, perhaps because of the
Cold War years times when the free world was at loggerheads with
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.  Unfortunately the terms
“socialist”, “democratic”, “people’s republic”, etc, are frequently used
by states which often disregard democratic processes but hope to
make themselves appear more palatable to the rest of the world 2. 

In contrast, Western nations that are true democracies are aware
that some of their legislation is unquestionably ‘socialist’.  Their
universal public health and educational systems may resemble similar
services available in countries that are not considered to be models of
democracy.  However descriptors like “democratic” or references to
“the people” are not generally used in the official names of Western
democracies.  They may use terms like “federal” as did West
Germany (Bundesrepublik Deutschland) to distinguish itself from
East Germany (DDR, Deutsche Demokratische Republik) but despite
its claim to be democratic in its official title, East Germany was
unquestionably less democratic 3.  None the less, Western European
countries have adopted certain socialist principles in order to provide
services, notably government-funded medical and educational
facilities available to all citizens who wish to use those services.

The United Kingdom is a typical example.  It introduced the
National Health Service, a fully government-funded medical program,
shortly after the end of World War Two.  It offered a full range of
services and hospitals for British citizens, with special concentration
on children’s health.  The result was a vast improvement in the
general health and quality of life over the next fifty years.  A negative
aspect was the cost, and it also attracted numbers of foreign medical
professionals—the ‘brain drain’, as it became known—who
immigrated from countries like Ireland and Commonwealth nations
where they had received their training.  Without them the British
system would have collapsed soon after its inception.  As an
unfortunate side effect, these young professionals were effectively
stolen from their native lands where they were desperately needed.
   In the late 1960s Canada followed the European example with a

medical program, the Medical Care Plan, run by the individual
provinces and funded with shared assistance from the Federal
Government under a joint plan.  This  caused a further ‘brain drain’ of
medical personnel from the same countries which had earlier lost so
many of their trained people to Western Europe.  The USA continued
to resist any further change towards funding from tax revenues that
might be considered as ‘creeping socialism’ or misunderstood as
‘communism’.

Due to their resistance to anything that might resemble socialism,
the USA needed trained medical personnel to service the post-war
baby boom, and another immigration began, in response to higher pay
offers and advertising.  These immigrants easily found work in the
privately funded American system in the boom years of the 1950s
when anti-communist McCarthyism was the big scare, and Americans
have so far resisted creating a universal government-funded system on
the grounds that it is “socialism” and offensive to American values. 
Instead, federal tax funding was spent predominantly on military
development and exploration of space with the expensive projects of
the 1950s and later.

President Eisenhower began the Interstate Highway System on
1956 June 29, to accommodate the great expansion of industry that
continued as the Cold War not-so-slowly replaced the hot one, but also
including defence as part of its purpose.  Such a system of roads had
been promulgated since 1939, but was of course delayed for other
more pressing needs.  After 1945 Russia added more heat to the Cold
War with the successful launch of their Sputnik satellite in 1957.  This
caused virtual panic and loss of pride in America as a potential threat
in a place as yet unclaimed by any nation.  On 1961 May 25 President
John F Kennedy announced a plan to land safely on the Moon before
the end of the decade and the American Space Program that culminated
in the 1969 Moon landing was born.

Both programs, the Interstate Highways System and the Lunar
Exploration program, were partly justified as military projects which
have always appealed to the American psyche, but at a stretch the
Interstate Highways might be viewed as creeping socialism with the
use of some federal tax dollars on projects perhaps more appropriately
financed privately in part by industry.

Hostility to ‘socialised’ medicine still persists, perhaps because the
wealthy who have long controlled government and its purse strings in
America, were able to fund their own health needs, but perhaps not a
national highway network or a space venture.  During the recent
Obama administration, liberal viewpoints have begun inroads into the
Health Care domain for government to provide more aggressively for
the most needy members of the population, though Trump has done his
best to turn back the progress made by Obama.

If the election of 2020 seats a majority of  Democrats, particularly
in the Senate, it may prove to be instrumental as the start of a faster
American move to introduce yet more socialist measures to benefit
poorer Americans.  There is a goodly number of Democrats who are
offering themselves for election at that time, possibly sufficient to
bring about a period of government with added emphasis on liberal
ideals to strengthen greater socialist-leaning  changes in the legislature,
regardless of whatever brand of President may be elected in 2020. 
With the increased interest of younger Americans of whom significant
numbers may be prepared to break with tradition and hold less
conservative political views than their forefathers, this is a distinct
possibility.

Socialism and Communism are distinct from each other in several
ways, with the main contrast being made very clear in the final
paragraph of the Communist Manifesto:–    (Cont’d on next page )

1 Definitions: Canadian Oxford Dictionary, ed 2004 

SOCIALISM noun  1 a political and economic theory of social organisation
which advocates that the community as a whole should own and control the means
of production, distribution, and exchange.  2  policy or practice based on this
theory.
COMMUNISM noun  1  a system of society with property vested in the community
and each member working for the common benefit according to his or her
capacity and receiving according to his or her needs.   2 (usu. Communism) a the
movement or political party advocating such a system, esp. as derived from
Marxism and seeking the overthrow of capitalism by a proletarian revolution. 
b communistic form of society established in the 20th century in the former USSR
and elsewhere.

2  Be wary of countries whose official names include Socialist, Democratic,
People’s Republic.  These are as likely to be as undemocratic as a punctured tyre is
flat only at the bottom!  See 2018 World Press Freedom Index. 

3  Point of Interest:– East Germany’s motto was Proletarier aller Länder, vereinigt
Euch!  In English, Working Men of All Countries, Unite!  The final words of The
Communist Manifesto by Marx & Engels.  Download full text.

https://rsf.org/en/ranking
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/index.htm
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The Communists disdain to conceal their views and aims.
They openly declare that their ends can be attained only by
the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions.  Let
the ruling classes tremble at a Communistic revolution. The
proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. They have
a world to win. 

This one final statement, the overthrowing of all existing social
conditions, may be what has held back many potentially serious
supporters of a true Communist revolution—their reluctance to use
personal violence to gain their ends.  However there are also other
conditions that may prove unacceptable or offensive to less radical
proponents of Communism  4.  To Marx and Engels the ‘weaker’
version is therefore not Communism as they would define it, but
rather some form of Socialism.

The change to a Communist order is unlikely to be achieved
without fairly stringent action, but Socialism can be introduced
gradually over a period of time, avoiding cataclysmic actions, as has
often been possible in more recent times in Western Europe.
Nationalisation of key industries has been achieved as with the British
railway companies and certain other key industries since World War
Two.  While such changes are far-reaching, they have not usually
resulted in violence even when opposed by the private owners.  But
such major changes have not been tried in America, where Capitalism
reigns privately-owned industries have not been nationalised.

Electronics companies (Microsoft, Google, etc) often had humble
beginnings in private workshops, basements or garages, where one or
two inventive individuals used wire and soldering irons to develop
highly effective hardware and processes with very little outside
financing.  Their original ‘capital’ was human ingenuity, as it has
been with almost every other invention, and their inventors became
established in very short order when they developed  communication
techniques that were easily piggy-backed on existing technology such
as the telephone.  Compare the time Thomas Newcomen (1664-1729)
took to develop his steam pump!  Or Karl Benz (1844-1929) of
Mercedes Benz fame, to design and build his first engine!  The
techniques that change the world have been the same since the first
human being discovered fire.

The Internet itself was originally a system whereby scientists
could easily and quickly share information via established telephone
systems, but quite quickly numerous other applications were adapted

to use those techniques and the Internet grew organically to
accommodate the increasing numbers able to adapt their needs to its
different technology.  The result was gigantic multinational companies
that appeared almost overnight, well within the lifetimes of their
inventors.  This occurred without the need for enormous industrial
bases until they were identified by investors who recognised the profits
they could make and those same companies became worldwide within
the lifetimes of their original inventors.

Neither Socialism nor Communism had any part in these processes,
but are now instrumental in the operations of any government which
decides to climb onto the bandwagon, while the original inventors go
from rags to unimaginable riches very early in their lifetimes.  Such
development has rarely if ever been experienced in the past, when
steam engines and car engines took a generation or more and huge
capital investment to arrive where they are today.

Perhaps the Americans will eventually change their Capitalist
system with some Socialist modifications in the next generation or so,
bringing them in line with the rest of the world if they prepare to adapt
some Socialist concepts into their national politic.  But now they are
still the land of the rugged individual with the psyche of a century ago. 
It takes time to change from a self-sufficient nation to a Socialist
sharing economy when the purse strings begin to tighten, as they surely
will, and the American people are only just beginning to learn.  

Meanwhile America needs a moderate President elected fairly by
a moderate people, works to maintain America’s greatness for all of
them, and is as truthful and respectful as possible in all his dealings.  

—SLH

THE NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY IN
NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR TODAY

Unless the New Democratic Party of our province can re-organise
itself quickly over the next six months, it begins to look rather as if the
General Election scheduled  tentatively for October 08th will be pretty
much a two-way battle between the Liberals under Dwight Ball and
the PCs under Ches Crosbie.  It is unfortunate that the NDP fell into
disarray a few years ago when the leader at the time, Lorraine Michael,
received that fateful mail immediately after returning from her
vacation in the Fall of 2013.

Since then the NDP’s fortunes have not been the same.  The recent
decision of leader Gerry Rogers not to seek re-election only a few
months before the poll couldn’t have come at a less propitious time. 
There’s no one there to replace her.  She hasn’t exactly been a bright
star in the public eye anyway, and with the miasma rising from
Muskrat Falls in time to pollute the summer, we can scarcely be
blamed for forgetting we have an NDP presence. 

It’s too bad, because even though the NDP is centuries away from
forming the government in this Province, it is often able to act as the
leaven in the bread mix, causing both PCs and Liberals to rise to
higher things.  But after the actions of the NDP caucus back in 2013
it is hardly surprising if no one comes forward to add their own fresh
leaven.  If Kirby, Murphy, Mitchelmore and Rogers had decided to use
their poison pens again, they probably couldn’t have chosen a more
effective time to sabotage their own party.  Of course, it’s always
easier to destroy, much easier than to rebuild.

But let us hope the NDP can rework itself in time to maintain at
least an electoral presence before the General Election on
October 08th. —SLH

4  It may be argued that these conditions do not all have to be applied. But when
forcible means are used, moderate measures often tend to be ignored, either wilfully
or in the heat of the moment, and bloodshed may follow.  It has often occurred
during Communist revolutions, but true Socialism is a peaceful change.
1. Abolition of property in land and application of rents of land to public purposes. 
2. A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.
3. Abolition of all rights of inheritance. 
4. Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels. 
5. Centralisation of credit in the hands of the state, by means of a national bank       
      with State capital and an exclusive monopoly. 
6. Centralising the means of communication and transport in the State. 
7. Extension of factories and production owned by the State; the bringing into          
     cultivation of waste-lands, and improvement of the soil generally under a             
     common plan. 
8. Equal liability of all to work. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for     
     agriculture. 
9. Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual abolition of    
     all distinction between town and country by a more equable distribution of the    
     populace over the country.
10. Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of children’s factory 
      labour in its present form.  Combination of education with industrial                   
      production. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Newcomen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Benz
https://nationalpost.com/news/politics/n-l-ndp-leader-says-she-feels-betrayed-after-caucus-asks-for-leadership-review
https://www.thepacket.ca/news/gerry-rogers-not-seeking-re-election-will-resign-as-leader-283720/
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Ralph Northam 1959-
Governor of Virginia

2018-??

Al Jolson 1886-1950

RALPH  SHEARER NORTHAM 
AND HIS BLACKFACE BLOOPER

There has been much debate and reporting
recently over a photograph that appeared in a
1984 medical school yearbook belonging to
Ralph Northam, the Democratic Governor of
Virginia, when he was about 25.  The
photograph depicts two men, one wearing the
white mask and sheet of the KKK, the other
made up in blackface.  Northam has been
identified by some as the individual in
blackface.  He has denied knowledge or
responsibility for it, but is being criticised
strongly for it, with demands for his
resignation.  View the Yearbook page.

Blackface entertainment became popular
during the mid 1800s in America, and
remained so until the last half of the 20th

Century.  Al Jolson, (1886 May 26 - 1950
October 23) a white man of Yiddish descent
born as Asa Yoelson in Lithuania was a
popular entertainer who was often seen on
television variety shows in blackface, which
was an accepted form of musical and dancing
entertainment until well after his death.

Had Mr Northam immediately ‘come clean’
over the picture, he may have avoided the
complications, whether true or not, but may still be forced to resign
as Governor.  But the fact remains that he was uncertain in his
response, when promptness may have deflected the accusations of
racism.

Blackface entertainment is certainly now outmoded and the
current attitude to anyone apparently involved is potentially very
damaging to a modern day North American person, particularly a
politician.  Blackface performances insulted and made fun of a race
that was already viewed as inferior, and it could only cause harm in
North America, despite its huge popularity not so long ago.

For many years the BBC screened a popular entertainment, the
Black and White Minstrel Show in prime time on Sunday nights, but
by about 1970 it was cancelled, perhaps due to the influx of people of
colour who were immigrating from Commonwealth countries after
World War Two, causing a  heightened awareness of racial issues
during the last decades of the twentieth century. 5  Such shows may
still remain less objectionable to some non-American audiences
where persons of colour have never been as numerous or vociferous
as now in North America and Western Europe due to millions of
immigrants from Africa and Asia.  It is no surprise that the photo
became an issue.

Mr Northam’s problem is, like most racial issues, a difficult one
in today’s racially tense society.  However he is a member of a
politically astute family, so that at his present age of 60 he must have
garnered a considerable store of relevant experience dealing with

mistakes in public office.  If he denies involvement in the picture, by
declaring it to be someone else and not himself, then many will accept
his denial as a thoughtless action by an immature 25-year-old.  But
others less favourably disposed to him or his personal brand of politics
may reject it.  Possibly at that age a law student should be more
circumspect in his social behaviour, but it is a rare young man or
woman who has not occasionally behaved irresponsibly and perhaps
regretted it.

In the 2017 election for Governor, Ralph Northam had a clear win
with a 9.1% majority over his opponent Ed Gillespie.

  VIRGINIA GUBERNATORIAL ELECTION, 2017
Nominee Ralph Northam Ed Gillespie 
Party Democratic Republican
Popular vote 1,409,175 1,175,731
Percentage    53.9%    45.0% 

Northam’s statement apologising for his decision of 35 years ago:-
Earlier today, a website published a photograph of me from my 1984
medical school yearbook in a costume that is clearly racist and
offensive.  I am deeply sorry for the decision I made to appear as I did
in this photo and for the hurt that decision caused .....  
See picture and complete statement made after news became public.

A day or two later Northam changed his statement to a denial.  It
is puzzling to know why he created so much confusion in his effort to
escape from it.  If he was the individual in the picture, an honest
admission would probably have been acceptable to the majority,
averting most calls for his resignation from the Governorship.  But
when an answer has already been given, the alarm bells automatically
ring when the story is changed.  Mr Northam may not be able to rectify
the situation now that it has become a weapon of his political
opponents.  The southeastern States have a strong conservative
political leaning which had clearly modified its views to accept a
Democrat as Governor in this period of deep partisan rifts between
Dems and GOPs which Northam had clearly managed at least partially
to overcome.  But in this matter he may already have passed his own
point of no return: the delicate balance is now upset beyond the tipping
point.

While the Governor should have known better than to make his
decision of 35 years ago, it is not an unusual mistake for a young man
who was not in politics at the time.  Many of us have made bad
decisions and regretted them later.  Unfortunately such decisions made
in one’s younger days can return, and they can also be used against us
by ruthless individuals who cannot bury the hatchet.  6

However the main issue may not be the poor judgement that led to
the photograph being taken 25 years ago.  Rather, the issue may be :— 
 Was Governor Northam lying, and how should the voters of Virginia
respond?

(1) when he apologised and admitted he was in the picture;

(2) when he denied that he was the person in the picture; 

(3) it was long ago and therefore it should be ignored; 

OR (4) because it is serious, it requires a meaningful response.

WHAT DO YOU THINK ?
SHOULD A PERSON BE PENALISED FOR AN ACT
HE COMMITTED 25 YEARS AGO WHEN HE WAS

A STUDENT ?

5  For more detailed information on Blackface, view HERE for a history with
illustrations of the medium down to modern times, including its use in motion
pictures and animations featuring famous entertainers such as Mickey Rooney,
Judy Garland, Bing Crosby and others.  This is a long article, quite thorough, with
many interesting examples and references.

6  Other Virginia politicians involved in mistakes of judgement. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Northam
<current%20document>https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackface
file:///|//https///www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi1.wp.com%2Fwww.nationalreview.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F02%2FNortham.jpg%3Ffit%3D789%252C460%26ssl%3D1&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalreview.com%2Fthe-morning-jolt%2Fresign-ralph-northam%2F&do
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Jolson#Performing_in_blackface
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Black_and_White_Minstrel_Show
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Northam#Yearbook_photo_controversies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minstrel_show
https://www.chron.com/news/education/article/Virginia-AG-says-he-wore-blackface-at-college-13594317.php
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Henri Nestlé, 1814-1890,
founder of Nestlé and 

one of the main creators
of condensed milk.

WHAT IS THIS?

(1)   a dried mud ball
(2)   a ‘volcanic bomb

(3)   a piece of very old Swiss cheese
(4)   a fossilised egg

(5)   a meteorite
(6)   a Moon Rock 

(7)  Donald Trump’s brain
(8)   or something else - you name it

The rock was found at Bottle Cove, Lark Harbour, in 2018, in a
washed-out gully, about 3 feet/2.5 metres deep, on the Beacon Road. 
It is more or less egg-shaped and measures about 3 inches/7.5 cm
end to end.  The surface is smooth and pinkish, has very small shiny
glassy areas, and it is pitted with shallow holes about 1/16 inch or 1
to 2 millimetres deep.  The picture was taken with flash at a distance
of about 8 feet/2.5 metres.

Email your answer with “What is this?” in the subject line
to blowmedowner@gmail.com.

The best and most amusing suggestions
will be published in a future issue of the BMD.  

A PROCREATIVE POPULATION PROGRAM
Some countries, particularly in the Western Hemisphere, have been
going through extended periods of low birth rates, once the post-war
baby boom ended.  For the population to remain stable, an average of
about 2.5 kids per couple is necessary, but how many couples do you
know who have not done their duty for the nation?  The result can be
a decline in population causing unemployment and other problems.

Canada is one such country.  Hungary is another, and they have
come up with a very creative solution: women who have four or more
children will be exempt from income tax for the rest of their lives. 
But this is only one incentive the government is offering.  Others are
financial help and grants for home purchase, mortgages, daycare,
even purchase of a family car to seat 7 or more.

It will be interesting to see how successful these incentives will
be, but it’s hard to think it won’t succeed, as long as the Hungarian
economy can sustain it long enough.  Perhaps Canada should
introduce something similar, once the Hungarian plan has got over its
“teething troubles” !!! — SLH

Odds and Ends

THERE ARE MANY FINE PEOPLE in the world; a few are very wealthy,

many more are not.    During the recent period of Arctic weather at the
end of January, there were many homeless people in Chicago, some of
whom could have frozen to death.  When temperatures fell below
0E Fahrenheit to minus 50E with wind chill calculated in, it would have
been deadly for many.  On that night an anonymous wealthy person
paid for seventy rooms in a Chicago hotel for homeless people to take
shelter for several nights when their camp was cleared out because of
fire.  Even at $100 a room, the total cost would have been $7,000 USA
dollars a night, perhaps more, and for three nights at least $21,000
USA, plus tax.

It restores one’s faith in humanity to know that there are such
thoughtful persons who voluntarily come to the rescue of complete
strangers when they are in desperate need.  It may not happen often,
but when it does, we need to recognise it and learn that such Good
Samaritans really do exist.

May God bless them.

Nestlé, one of the world’s largest food
companies, produces a vast selection of food
items and uses an enormous quantity of
packaging.  It has recently created the Nestlé
Institute of Packaging Sciences pledged to
d e v e l o p  f u n c t i o n a l ,  s a f e  a n d
environmentally-friendly packaging products. 
The Research Institute will focus on
development of  recyclable, biodegradable or
compostable polymers, functional paper, and
new packaging concepts and technologies to
increase the recyclable properties of plastic
packaging.  This is a laudable effort if
properly managed to reduce environmental
damage since discarded plastic containers have long been one of the
major polluters of earth’s oceans.

Although plastic containers do not impress us as harmful to the
environment because they are not generally toxic like oil spills and
industrial waste, they remain in the environment in some instances for
centuries or even millennia where they often trap and kill small sea
creatures.  They are also often found in the digestive tracts of
endangered large species.  (Click HERE for overview and HERE for
detail and effect on marine life and humans.) 

It is pleasing that the Nestlé Company has chosen to begin this
research.  Hopefully company policy has become more aware both
socially and environmentally, after decades of resistance.  It is many
years since the Company was strongly criticised for its aggressive
marketing of breast milk substitutes particularly in poor countries.  An
international boycott of these products was introduced around 1980
because of associated infant health problems.  Other legal actions have
recently begun, relating to Nestle’s water bottling business in Canada. 
Good potable water is becoming a major world concern and
community water supplies must be protected from excessive and
uncontrolled exploitation by industry.  Review the above sources to
learn more about this company’s past marketing techniques and
sometimes anti-social behaviour. — SLH
           

mailto:blowmedowner@gmail.com.
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/hungarian-govt-offers-huge-incentives-for-families-to-have-more-kids
<current%20document>https://hellogiggles.com/news/anonymous-donor-pays-for-70-homeless-people-hotel-rooms-polar-vortex-chicago/
<current%20document>https://www.theoceancleanup.com/great-pacific-garbage-patch/
https://www.theoceancleanup.com/great-pacific-garbage-patch/
https://www.theoceancleanup.com/great-pacific-garbage-patch/
<current%20document>https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZkFzLwfc8Y
https://www.vice.com/en_ca/article/zn85qw/a-look-into-nestles-controversial-water-bottling-business-in-canada

